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A look at lives 
on the line at 
Training School 
'These kids are your kids; they are 
not Training School kids," Deputy 
Supt Roosevelt Benton tells a group 
of prominent visitors. 
BY MARION DAVIS 
j OURNAL SrAFF WRITER 
CRANSTON- The classrooms are decorat-
ed with pictures and educational posters, and 
the grounds between the buildings have been 
prettied up with . flowers, multicolored foliage 
plants and grass. 
But the students here wear prison uniforms, 
and the windows -those that aren't obscured 
by thick screens- all look out at a tall fence: 
The Rhode Island Training School for Youth 
is unlike any place most Rhode Islanders will 
ever set foot in. Yet last year, more than 1,000 
young people spent time here, serving, on av-
erage, six- to nine-month sentences. Most are 
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